Animal Senses
Vocabulary

Senses: The systems in our brains that we use to get information from the world.
UV light: Also known as ultraviolet light, it is a type of radiation invisible to human eyes.
Eye socket: The cup-like structure of the skull in which the eye is located.
Depth perception: The ability to see objects in three dimensions (length, width, and
height) and judge how far away an object is.
Nocturnal: A nocturnal animal is an animal that is active during the night and sleeps during
the day.
Vibrissae: Long hairs growing on the face of mammals used as organs of touch.
Tactile: Related to the sense of touch.
Hertz (Hz): A unit of measurement for how fast sound vibrates. Sounds that you hear are
the result of air vibrations. The faster the vibrations, the greater the hertz, and the higher
the pitch of the sound.
Taste buds: The bumps on your tongue that detect the taste of food.

Fun Fact!
Some animals, like sharks, have a special sixth sense: electroreception!
Electroreception is the ability to sense natural electrical signals. All animals produce
weak electric signals because of the activity of their nerves and muscles. This allows
sharks to use electroreception to locate other fish around them. Other animals that
have this special sense include duck-billed platypuses, dolphins, and bees.

Quiz!
Circle the animal with the superior sense:

Sight

Arctic Fox

Eagle

Polar Bear

Seal

Touch

Hearing

Bat

Deer

Bear

Catfish

Elephant

Mouse

Taste

Smell

Answers:
Sight: Eagle. The eagle eye is among the strongest in the animal kingdom and may
be able to sight a prey over 3 km away.
Touch: Seal. Seals have sensitive long whiskers to detect vibrations and tactile
information. Polar bears have short whiskers that do not operate as touch sensors.
Hearing: Bat. Bats have poor vision, so they rely on “echolocation” – sensing sound
waves – to hunt for prey. While humans can hear from 20 to 20,000 hertz, bats can
hear up to 200,000 hertz.
Taste: Catfish. The catfish has the best sense of taste in the animal kingdom. It has
as many as 250,00 taste buds all over its body! This is about 20 times as many taste
buds as humans have.
Smell: Elephant. Elephants have a keen sense of smell and can detect water sources
up to 19 km away.

